94                      TffJS CXISIS OF THE FIGHT.

the hill and drive the enemy from cover. It was impos-
sible to get a good view of the ground. In it there was
one battery of artillery, which poured an incessant fire
upon our advancing column, and the ground was irregular,
with small clusters of pines, affording shelter, of which
the enemy took good advantage. The fire of rifles and
musketry was very severe. The Seventy-ninth, headed
by its Colonel (Cameron), charged across the hill, and for
a short time the contest was severe. They rallied several
times under fire, but finally broke and gained the cover of
the hill. This left the field open to the New York Sixty-
ninth, Colonel Corcoran, who/in his turn, led his regiment
over the crest, and had in full open view the ground so
severely contested. The firing-was very severe, and the
roar of cannon, musketry, and rifles, incessant' It was
manifest the enemy was here in great force, far superior
to us at that point. The Sixty-ninth held the ground for
some time, but finally fell back in disorder.

"At this time Quimby's Regiment occupied another
ridge to our left, overlooking the same field of action, and
similarly engaged. Here (about 3.30 p. M.) began the
scene of disorder and confusion that characterized the
remainder of the day. Up to that time, all had kept their
places, and seemed perfectly cool, and used to the shell
and shot that fell comparatively harmless. Crossing Bull
Run, I sought it at its last position before the Brigadier
crossed, but it was not there; then passing through the
wood, where, in the morning we had first formed line, we
approached the blacksmith's shop, but there found a
detachment of Rebel cavalry; then made a circuit, avoid-
ing Cub Run bridge, into Centreville, where I found Gen-
eral McDowell. From him I understood that it was his
purpose to rally the forces and make a stand at Centreville, cross the brow of in theime Sherman
